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gallant little Gurkha, Lance-Corporal Tcjbir, who
was to carry reserve cylinders to the highest
possible point so that the actual climbers might
be able to go further still. He had to play the
part of drudge for others who would reap the glory.
It is inevitable that some should do this on an
expedition. And none were more appreciative of
what they owed to these drudges than the glory-
reapers themselves.
Wakeficld might have been of the party if he
had not been feeling these high altitudes more
than was expected. Pic was not so young as he
was when he made Ins famous climbs in Cumber-
land, and he had to content himself now with the
role of advanced base medical olliccr, accompanying
Finch and Geoffrey Bruce to Camp III to give
them a final inspection and pass them fit for the
high climb.
On the way up the glacier Geoffrey Bruce and
Tejbir were given instruction in ice-craft and the
art of mountaineering; and on May 19th they
arrived at Camp III. It was the day that Mallory's
party had gone up to the North Col. More amend-
ment and improvement of the oxygen apparatus,
and especially of the mouthpiece for inhaling it,
had here to be made. On May 22nd Finch and
party went up to meet and succour Mallory's
party on the North Col, and also to make a final
test of the apparatus. They succeeded in reach-
ing the Col in good time and returning the same
afternoon to Camp III. They went up in three